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There were the poor and there were the half-poor, and
there were the respectable people and the genteel people,
and the gentry and above them the great people, all the
way to the Queen. And they all knew their places.

There was an elementary school called a National
School where the children of the poor and of the respect-
able went at a fee of one penny a week. I can see now
that it must have been one of the schools set up under the
new Act, as it was then, of 1870, the first statute that ever
gave England general primary education. England had
got afraid that an illiterate population might mean danger
to the nation. They had had the object lesson of the
armies of the Civil War in America. The loud laughter
of the London Times and the haw ! haw ! of the professional
British officers had been exchanged for silent admiration
and deep respect when the same people realized what it
meant to have an army of men every one of whom could
read and write, of skilled mechanics who could interpret
a printed diagram and private soldiers with the technical
knowledge to repair a damaged locomotive and reset a
dismantled telegraph line. It had become plain enough
that England had to do what one of its statesmen of the
moment called " educate its masters/' if only for the
masters3 sake.

That is seventy-five years ago. And strangely enough
the wheel has turned a full circle and a similar discussion
runs in the current journals of 1944. All through the
present controversy over the schools and how to make the
public schools public, runs the note of anxiety, are we
really finding all the brains of the nation ? All, we need
them all ! National brains are the first line of pubEc
safety for everybody. There must be no gifted children
left too poor for their gifts to give service to the nation.
Scholarships, endowments, anything ! We must have
them.

It is a wonderful change. Compare it with the senti-
ment of Gray's Elegy in which the poet sorrows for the
lack of opportunity that kept people down to the level of